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This beach shack in Burrill Lake goes from bachelor pad to modern family home, writes Catherine Nikas-Boulos

Sun, surf and south coast charm 
It’s pure paradise on the South Coast, so why

wouldn’t you want to snap up a beach shack
bargain and renovate on the cheap? That’s 

exactly what one sun-and-surf lover did, 
sleeping in a tent in his garage for almost two 
years while he gutted and renovated the 
interior of this home on his own, all the while 
holding down a full-time job.

While the original renovation in Burrill 
Lake, a small coastal town south of Ulladulla, 
in 2007 did the job, he had to rethink his 
humble abode 11 years on. 

With a wife, a young child and another on
the way, the two-bedroom beach shack was 
again in need of a transformation as the family
was fast running out of space.

Jost Architects’ Patrick Jost, a friend and 
surfing mate of the owner, came in to help 
make the property more family friendly. 

“The house is in a great spot, right on the
corner and he bought it for next to nothing,” 
Patrick says. “In between work, he did the 
reno himself, but that wasn’t going to be 
possible second time around. 

“Over the last few years, getting married 
and adding two boys to the family triggered 
the need to enlarge the existing minimal space 
of the basic fibro.”

The owners were keen to add on a second
storey, but Patrick convinced them it would be 
far more economical to stay on the ground. 

“They had a tiny house on a massive block
so there was no real reason for them to go up, 
adding unnecessary costs.” 

Shaping out the shack
The rectangular two-bedroom beach shack 
had a very narrow living and dining space. 
The kitchen was well-positioned along an 
external wall, with the main bathroom on the 
opposite side. The plan to extend the home 

Architect
Patrick Jost
Jost Architects, 
jostarchitects.com 

The problem
The growing family with two 
boys had outgrown the tiny, 
two-bedroom home 
renovated from an original 
fibro beach shack

The site
The site was just under 
600sq m, so it made more 
sense economically to build 
out, than up

Design solution
A new wing was added to the 
north side of the building 
incorporating three bedrooms 
and a study

How long did it take
Five months 
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The owner lived in a tent
in the garage during the

first renovation in 2007.

BEFORE



V1 - TELE01Z02HO

RENOVATION

The extension 
references the classic 
beach house materials.

out further was fairly straightforward. 
Another slightly longer rectangular-shaped 
extension would sit alongside the original 
home, leaving the infrastructure of the 
kitchen and bathroom intact, though both 
these areas were later remodelled by the 
owner. The two bedrooms in the original plan 
would then be opened up to create a large 
living area. The new part of the home has 
three bedrooms, the main with an ensuite and 
a study-cum-guest room. 

“We basically punched a hole in the wall 
and extended out,” says Patrick. 

A hallway was added to connect the living
area and bedrooms, with the new build adding 
just over 65sq m of space.

Fabulous fibro 
Externally, the property is a mixture of timber 
and metal cladding, in keeping with the 
streetscape. It’s also a nod to beach homes of 
past and present.

“They’re really familiar beach house 
materials in Australia, plus the garage is fibro 
so we needed that to marry up,” says Patrick. 
“We referenced the beach house look with 
corrugated sheets and timber, but not in the 
normal way.” 

The fish pond, which was an existing 
feature of the backyard, also got a makeover.

“It was a bit small so we ramped it up,” he
says. “There’s only goldfish in there. We only 
have to walk down the road to go fishing.” 
Pictures Mathew Sacco 

Timber fascias and flooring Vic Ash, vicash.com.au
Lightweight sheet cladding Weathergroove, weathertex.com.au 
Metal cladding Lysaght Custom Orb, lysaght.com 
Kitchen benchtop Polished concrete slab, concretebydesign.com.au 
Polk pendants in living areas Project Lighting, projectlighting.com.au 
Bathroom joinery Recycled Blackbutt by Furniture Not Firewood, 
facebook.com/FurnitureNotFirewood/ 
Tap fittings Phoenix Toi taps, phoenixtapware.com.au
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